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An Expositional Outline of James 

 

I) Chapter One: 

A) Address and Greeting, v.1.  James, a slave of God and the Lord Jesus Christ, to the 

twelve tribes which are in the Diaspora: Joy! 

B) Attitude in Testing, vv.2-4, 2 Consider it all joy, my brothers, whenever you encounter 

various trials, 3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance. 4 And let 

endurance have a completed work, in order that you might be mature and whole, lacking 

in nothing. 

C) The Necessary Wisdom in Testing, and the Necessity of Faith, vv.5-8: 

1) The possibility of lack, and proper course of action, v.5a, 5 And if anyone of you 

lacks wisdom, let him ask from the God 

2) The character of God in providing wisdom, v.5b “who gives generously to all and not 

reproaching, and it will be given to him.  

3) The necessity of faith, v.6a, “6 But let him ask in faith, doubting nothing.   

4) The description of the doubter, v.6b, “For the one who doubts is like a wave of the 

sea, blown by wind and tossed about.  

5) The expectations of the doubter, v.7, “7 And do not let that man assume that he will 

receive anything from the Lord,  

6) The final description of the doubter, v.8, “8 he is a double-minded man, unstable in 

all his ways. 

D) Human Viewpoint Wealth from the Eternal Viewpoint, vv.9-11: 

1) The boastings of rich and poor, vv.9-10: 

(a) The boasting of the humble brother, v.9, 9 Let the humble brother boast in his 

high position,  

(b) The boasting of the rich because of the reality of this world, v.10, “10 but the rich 

in his humble position, because the flower of the grass will come forth.  

2) The illustration of the rising sun, v.11, “11 For the sun rises up together with the heat 

and scorches the grass and its flower falls off and the beauty of its face is destroyed.  

So also the rich man in his journey will be withered. 

E) Distinctions concerning trial and temptation, vv.12-15: 

1) The blessing of the one who endures a trial, v.12a, 12 Blessed is the man who endures 

a trial, 

2) His blessing defined, v.12b, “because after becoming approved he will receive the 

crown of life which He promised to those who love Him.  

3) The proper identification of the source of  testing, v.13a, “13 Let no one while being 

tested say ‘I am tested from God.’  

(a) God’s nature as evidence, v.13b, “For God is unable to be tempted from evil and 

He Himself tempts no one.  

(b) The true source of testing, v.14, “14 But each one is tempted by his own lust, 

being drawn away and enticed; 

(c) The pathology of temptation, v.15, “15 moreover after lust conceives it gives birth 

to sin, and after sin is fully grown gives birth to death.   

F) The Source of All Good, and the Example, vv.16-18: 

1) The exhortation against deception, v.16, 16 Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers.  

2) The ultimate source of all good, v.17a, “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from 
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above, descending from the Father of Lights, 

3) The unchangeable God, v.17b, “from whom there is not one variation or turning 

shadow. 

4) The example of His good work, v.18, “18 After planning He gave birth to us by the 

word of truth for us to be a firstfruit from His creation. 

G) Exhortation to Listen and Refrain from Anger, vv.19-20: 

1) The exhortation to listen in the right way, v.19, 19 Come my beloved brothers, and let 

us all be men who are quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger.  

2) The inability of the angry man, “20 For an angry man does not produce the 

righteousness of God. 

H) Intake unto Application, vv.21-25: 

1) First step: put off sin, v.21a, 21 Therefore putting off all impurity and abundant evil, 

2) Second step: receive the previously implanted word, v.21b, “in humility receive the 

implanted word which has power to save your soul.  

3) Third step: apply, vv.22-25: 

(a) Apply, v.22a, “22 But become a doer of the word 

(b) The nature of the one who listens only,  v.22b, “ not only a hearer, deceiving 

yourselves.  

(c) The illustration of the one who listens only, vv.23-24, “23 Because if anyone is a 

hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man studying his natural born face 

in a mirror; 24 for he studied himself and has gone away and immediately forgets 

what he is like.  

(d) The illustration of the one who listens and applies, v.25, “But the one who stoops 

over the perfect law of freedom and remains is not a hearer becoming forgetful, 

but a doer of deeds, this man will be blessed in his doing. 

I) The Nature of True Religion in Care for the Helpless, vv.26-27: 

1) The chiasm relating to empty outward religion, v.26, A26 If anyone seems to be 

religious, not holding in check his tongue - but deceiving his heart, the religion of this 

man is empty. 

2) The nature of pure religion, v.27: 

(a) Care for widows and orphans, v.27a, “27 This is pure and undefiled religion from 

God: to care for orphans and widows in their tribulation, 

(b) Spotlessness from the world, v.27b, “to keep himself spotless from the world. 

II) Chapter Two: 

A) Teaching on Partiality Based on Outward Appearance, vv.1-13: 

1) Introductory statement and judgment, v.1, “1 My brothers, do not possess the faith of 

our Lord Jesus Christ of glory in partiality. 

2) Example of the two visitors, vv.2-3, “2 For if a man entered your synagogue, gold-

fingered in radiant attire, and also a poor man entered, in filthy clothing, 3 and you 

show interest to the one bearing the radiant attire and say, >You sit here, it is right,= 

and you say to the poor man, ‘You stand there or sit by my footstool,’ 

3) Conclusion to the example, v.4, “4 do you not distinguish among yourselves and 

become judges of evil reasonings? 

4) God’s viewpoint on the poor, v.5, “5 Listen, my beloved brothers: Does not God 

consider the poor in this world rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He 

promised to those who love Him? 
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5) Command to honor the poor, v.6a, “6 But you honor the poor. 

6) The evil actions of the rich, v.6b-7, “Do not the rich oppress you and draw you into 

court? Do not they slander the good name bestowed upon you? 

7) Application of the royal law in partiality, v.8, “8 However if you fulfill the royal law 

according to the Scripture, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself,’ you do well. 

8) The reality of showing favor, v.9, “9 But if you show favor, you commit sin while 

being convicted by the law as a transgressor.  

9) The law of single sin disqualification, vv.10-12: 

(a) The principle, v.10, “10 For whoever keeps the whole law but in one thing 

stumbles, he has become guilty of all. 

(b) The illustration, v.11, “11 For the one who said, ‘do not commit adultery,’ also said, 

>do not murder,= and if you do not commit adultery but you murder, you have 

become a transgressor of the law. 

(c) The application, v.12, “12 So you speak and so you do as [one] about to be judged 

through the law of freedom. 

10) The principle of the merciless judgment, v.13, “13 For the judgment is merciless to 

the one who does not show mercy.  Mercy exults over judgment. 

B) Distinctions regarding faith and works, vv.14-26: 

1) The principle of the profitless faith, v.14, “14 What advantage is there, my brothers, if 

someone claims to have faith but does not have works? Is the faith able to save him? 

2) The illustration of the profitless faith, vv.15-17: 

(a) The condition, v.15, “15 If a brother or a sister are naked and lacking daily 

nourishment  

(b) The words of worthlessness, v.16, “16 but someone might say, >Go in peace, be 

warm and be filled,= but does not give to them bodily necessities, what is the 

profit?  

(c) The dead state of workless faith, v. 17, “17 So also faith, unless it has works is 

dead according to itself.  

3) The illustration of the faith that works, v.18, “18 But someone will say, >You have faith, 

and I have works.’ Show me your faith from your works and I will show you my faith 

from my works. 

4) The illustration of comparative beliefs, v.19, “19 You believe that God is one, you do 

well. The demons also believe, and tremble. 

5) The idle nature of workless faith, v.20, “20 Do you want to know, O empty man, that 

faith apart from works is idle? 

6) The illustration of Abraham,vv.21-24: 

(a) The offering of Abraham as an illustration of work, v.21, “21 Was not Abraham 

our father justified from works, offering his son Isaac on the altar?  

(b) The offering of Abraham as evidence of the maturing of his faith, v.22, “22 You 

see that faith cooperates with his works and from works his faith was made 

complete. 

(c) The maturing of Abraham as the fulfillment of his faith, “23 And the Scripture 

was fulfilled which said, >And Abraham believed in God and it was reckoned to 

him unto righteousness,= and he was called a friend of God.  

(d) Justification from works and faith combined, v.24, “24 So you see that a man is 

justified from works and not from faith alone.  
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7) The illustration of the justification of Rahab, v.25, “25 And likewise also was not Rahab 

the prostitute justified from works, but after receiving the messengers and  sending 

[them] out by another way? 

8) Final principle: a comparison of physical death and the relationship between faith and 

works, “26 For even as the body apart from breath is dead, so also faith apart from 

works is dead. 

III) Chapter Three: 

A) The terrors of the tongue, vv.1-12: 

1) Limit and standards for teachers in the diaspora, v,1, 1 Do not let many become 

teachers, my brothers, knowing that we will receive greater judgment. 

2) The common experience of stumbling, v.2a, 2 For we all stumble over many things. 

3) The measure of the mature man, v.2b, If anyone does not stumble in speech, he is a 

mature man able to hold in check the whole body.  

4) Two illustrations regarding verbal self-control, vv3-5: 

(a) The illustration of bridle regarding self-control, v.3, 3 Look, we cast bridles in the 

mouths of horses to persuade them to us, and we guide their entire bodies. 

(b)  The illustration of the rudder, v.4, Look also at the ships, though so large and are 

propelled along by hard winds, are guided by a little steering paddle where the 

whim of the pilot desires 

(c) The explanation of the illustrations, v.5a, 5  So also the tongue is a small member 

yet it boasts greatly. 

5) The illustration of the destructiveness of the tongue, vv.5b-6: 

(a) The illustration of the forest fire, v.5b, Look, a small fire kindles so great a forest!  

(b) The similar destructiveness of the tongue, v.6, 6 And the tongue is a fire, the 

world of unrighteousness; the tongue is so established in our members, that which 

defiles the whole body and sets on fire the wheel of existence and is set on fire by 

Gehenna. 

6) The illustration of the domestication of animals, vv.7-8: 

(a) The domestication of every animal, v.7, 7 For every species of beasts and birds, 

serpents and sea creatures are subdued and have been tamed by the human 

species,  

(b) The untamable nature of the tongue, v.8, 8 but no one is able to tame the tongue 

of men, an uncontrollable evil, full of death-bearing poison. 

7) The various virtues and vanities of the tongue, vv.9-10a: 9 By it we commend the 

God and Father, and by it we curse men, those who have come in the image of God, 

10 from the same mouth praise and cursing goes out. 

8) The unnecessity of it, v.10b, My brothers, it is not necessary for these things to 

become so.  

9) Three illustrations concerning single source production, vv.11-12: 

(a) The spring, v.11, 11 The spring does not pour forth from its hole the sweet and 

the bitter, does it?  

(b) The fig tree, v.12a, 12 My brothers, a fig tree is not able to make olives or a 

grapevine figs are they?  

(c) The water, v.12b,  Likewise no single spring is able to make salt and fresh water, 

is it?  

B) Contrasts in wisdom for leadership, vv13-17: 
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1) The need for good conduct among leaders, v.13, 13 Who is wise and expert among 

you? Let him demonstrate from the good conduct his works in  humility of wisdom. 

2) The direct address to the leaders regarding their motivations, v14, 14 But if you have 

bitter zeal and selfish ambition in your heart, do not boast and lie contrary to the truth. 

3) The true nature of corrupt motivation, v.15, 15 This is not the wisdom descending 

from above, but earthly, natural, demonic.  

4) The inevitable result of corrupt motivation, v.16, 16 For where there is zeal and 

selfish ambition, there is chaos and every foul deed. 

5) The true nature of wisdom from above, v.17, 17 But the wisdom from above is first 

pure, then peaceful, gracious, obedient, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial, 

unhypocritical.  

6) The inevitable result of wisdom from above, v.18, 18 And the fruit of righteousness is 

sown in peace by the one who makes peace. 

IV) Chapter Four: 

A) The ruin of the lustful one who makes war against God, vv.1-6: 

1) Lust as the source of terrible strife, v.1, 1 What is the source of the wars and battles 

among you? Is it not from your pleasures which wage war among your members?  

2) The destructive way of lust, vv.2-3, 2 You lust and you do not have, you murder and 

you strive and you are not able to reach; you battle and you war. You do not have 

because you do not ask 3 and you ask and do not receive because you ask badly, in 

order that you might squander by means of your pleasures. 

3) The dichotomy of the world and God, v.4, 4 Adulterers and adulteresses, don’t you 

know that the friend of the world is an enemy of God? Whoever therefore wishes to 

be a friend of the world, is established as an enemy of God.  

4) The Scriptural description of the syndrome, vv.5-6, 5 Or do you think the Scripture 

speaks vainly, The spirit which settled in you lusts toward jealousy 6 but He gives 

greater grace? Therefore it says, “God makes war against the proud, but He gives 

grace to the humble.’ 

B) The solution to the lust syndrome, vv.7-10: 

1) Humility and resistance, v. 7, 7 Therefore be subject to God, but oppose the devil and 

he will flee from you, 

2) Draw near and confess, v.8, 8 draw near to God, and he will draw near to you.  

Cleanse your hands, sinners, and purify your hearts, double-minded.  

3) Develop an attitude toward the sin, v.9, 9 Be miserable and grieve and cry. Your 

laughter turned around into sorrow and joy into dejection.  

4) Summary, v.10, 10 Be humble before the Lord and He will lift you up.  

C) The sins of slander and judgment, vv.11-12: 

1) The prohibition and characterization of slander, v.11, 11 Do not slander against one 

another, brothers. The one who slanders a brother or judges his brother slanders the 

Law and judges the Law.  But if you judge the Law, you are not a doer of the Law but 

a judge.  

2) The legitimate judge and rightful realms of judgment, v.12, 12 One is a lawgiver and 

judge who is able to save and destroy; but are you the judge of your neighbor?  

D) The geographical will of God, vv.13-17: 

1) The plan of the arrogant, v.13, 13 Now go, the one who says, “Today or tomorrow we 

will go into this city and there we will work for a year and we will do business and 
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we will profit.’  

2) The vaporous nature of the future, v.14, 14 You who do not understand the nature of 

the next day of your life. For you are vapor which appears for a short while, then also 

disappears.  

3) The proper attitude, v.15, 15 Instead of your saying, “If the Lord wills and we are 

alive, we will do this or that.’  

4) The current condition, v.16, 16 But now you boast in your arrogance; all such 

boasting is evil.  

5) The nature of arrogance, v.17, 17 Therefore in knowing to do good and not in doing, 

it is sin for him. 

V) Chapter Five: 

A) A homily to the rich, vv.1-6: 

1) The proper attitude of the rich, v.1, 1 Now come on, you rich, cry while howling at 

your coming miseries.  

2) The fate and effect of wealth, vv.2-3, 2 Your wealth has rotted and your garments 

have become moth-eaten; 3 your gold and your silver have become tarnished and 

their corrosion will be a testimony to you and it will your flesh like fire.  You stored 

up treasure in the last days.  

3) The cry for vengeance and its hearer, v.4, 4 Look! The wage of the workers who 

harvested your land, which has been robbed by you, cries out, and the cries of the 

ones who harvested have entered the ears of Lord Sabaoth.  

4) The outcome of hedonism, v.5, 5 You lived pampered and extravagantly upon the 

earth, you fed your heart in the day of slaughter.  

5) The second charge against the arrogant rich, v.6, 6 You condemned, you murdered 

the righteous man; he does not resist you? 

B) The proper attitude toward the Lord’s coming, vv.7-9: 

1) Patience, v.7a, 7 Therefore be patient, brothers, until the coming of the Lord.   

2) The illustration of the farmer, v.7b, Behold the farmer receives the precious fruit of 

the earth, being patient upon it until it receives early and late rains.  

3) The application based on imminence, v.8, 8 Therefore be patient, brothers, until the 

coming of the Lord.  Behold the farmer receives the precious fruit of the earth, being 

patient for it until it receives rains, early and late. 

4) The application in personal relationships, v.9, 9 Stop groaning, brothers, against each 

other in order that you might not be judged. Behold the judge stands at the door. 

C) The example and virtue of patience, vv.10-11: 

1) The example of patient in the prophets, v.10, 10 My brothers, receive as an example 

of suffering and patience the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 

2) Attitude toward the patient, v.11a, 11 Look, we bless the one who endures.  

3) The example of Job and reflection on the virtue of God, v.11b, You heard of the 

patience of Job and you know outcome from the Lord, that the Lord is compassionate 

and merciful.  

4) The prohibition against oaths, v.12, 12 But before everything else, my brothers, do 

not take an oath either by heaven or by earth or any other oath; but let your yes be yes 

and no, no, in order that you might not fall under judgment.  

D) A series of prescriptions, vv.13-16: 

1) Emotional prescriptions, v.13, 13 Does anyone among you suffer evil? Let him pray; 
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Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing praises. 

2) Spiritual weakness prescription, vv.14-16: 

(a) The work of the elders, v.14, 14  Is anyone among you weak? Let him summon 

the elders of the church and let them pray over him, after anointing him with oil in 

the name of the Lord.  

(b) The work of the Lord, v.15, 15 And the prayer of faith will save the weary and the 

Lord will raise him up, and if he has committed sins he will be forgiven in it.  

(c) Conclusion, v.16a, 16 Confess your sins to one another and pray in behalf of one 

another that you might be healed.  

E) The efficacy of prayer, vv.16b-18: 

1) The principle of the efficacy of prayer, v.16b, The prayer of a righteous man being 

operational avails much.  

2) The example of Elijah, vv.17-18: 

(a) Rain off, v.17, 17 Elijah was a man of the same nature as us, and he prayed in 

prayer for no rain, and it did not rain upon the earth for three years and six 

months.  

(b) Rain on, v.18, 18 And again he prayed, and the heavens gave rain and the earth 

produced its fruit.  

F) The virtue of a sinner-saver, vv.19-20: 

1) The wanderer and the one who turns him, v.19, 19 My brothers, if any one among 

you might wander from the truth and someone turns him back,  

2) The stakes of the rescue, v.20, 20 let him know that the one who turned a sinner from 

his deceitful way will save the soul from death and he covers a multitude of sins. 


