
Romans 9 Summary: 
 
1A The existence of grief in Paul, 1 I am speaking the truth in Christ, I am not lying, my 

conscience co-testifying in me by the Holy Spirit, 2 that there is great grief for me, and 
unceasing sorrow in my heart.  

2A The reason for the grief, the unbelief of the Israelites, 3 For I would pray for I myself to be 
accursed from Christ in behalf of my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh;  

3A The identity and advantages of the Israelites, 4 who are Israelites, whose are the adoption 
and the glory and the covenants and the lawgiving and the service and the promises, 5 
whose are the fathers, and from whom is Christ according to the flesh, the one who is over 
all, God-blessed forever, amen.  

4A The non-failure of God’s word, 6a But it not such that the Word of God has fallen out.  
5A The distinctions in Israel, not just genetics, 6b For not all those who are from Israel, are 

Israel;  
1B Illustration, Isaac vs. Ishmael, the faith of Abraham, 7 Nor because they are seed of 

Abraham, are all children; But “in Isaac seed will be called to you (Genesis 21:12).”  
2B The distinguishing factor for seedship: individual orientation to the Promise (of 

forgiveness and justification by faith) 8 That is, the children of God are not all children of 
the flesh; but the children of the promise are accounted as seed.  

3B Illustration from the faith of Sarah, 9 For the word of the promise is this, “I will come 
according to the right time, and there will be a son for Sarah (Genesis 17:19-21).”  

4B The illustration from the twins of Rebecca in the nations Israel and Edom, vv.10-13: 
1C Twins from one man, genetically of Abraham and Isaac, 10 And not only this, but also 

Rebecca, holding in the womb from one man, Isaac our father –  
2C Inability to do works in the womb,11 for not yet being born, nor practicing anything 

good or bad, that the purpose of God according to choice might remain, not from 
works, but from the one who calls,  

3C Note: a detailed study of the lives of the twins reveals that both are believers, and 
that they reconcile in the end.  The following two verses focus on the nations Israel 
and Edom, not Jacob and Esau. 

4C The bookends of the lives of the twins, vv.12-13: 
1D The beginning of the national outworking, 12 it was said to her “The greater will 

serve the lesser (Genesis 25:22-23).” 
2D The conclusion of the national outworking, 13 Just as it has been written, “Jacob I 

loved, but Esau I hated (Malachi 1:2).” 
5B  The conclusion regarding the genetic argument, there is no injustice when people 

choose, 14 What therefore shall we say? There is no injustice from God, is there? May it 
not be!  

6B The explanation of God’s perfect justice, vv. 15-17: 
1C On the occasion of forgiveness for the golden calf incident, 15 For He says to Moses, 

“I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I 
have compassion (Exodus 33:19).”  
1D God’s presence implies His grace, Exodus 33:16: "16 For how then will it be 

known that Your people and I have found grace in Your sight, except You go with 



us? So we shall be separate, Your people and I, from all the people who are upon 
the face of the earth.”" 

2D Moses requests the revelation of the glory of God, Exodus 33:17–19: "17 So the 
LORD said to Moses, “I will also do this thing that you have spoken; for you have 
found grace in My sight, and I know you by name.” 18 And he said, “Please, show 
me Your glory.”  

3D Goodness as the best of revelation, 19 And He said, “I Myself will make all My 
goodness pass before you, and will proclaim the name of the LORD before you; 
and I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show compassion on 
whom I will show compassion.”  

4D The withholding of glory, 20 But He said, “You cannot see My face, for no man 
can see Me and live!”  

5D The promise to reveal the backside of glory, 21 Then the LORD said, “Behold, 
there is a place by Me, and you shall stand there on the rock; 22 and it will come 
about, while My glory is passing by, that I will put you in the cleft of the rock and 
cover you with My hand until I have passed by. 23 “Then I will take My hand 
away and you shall see My back, but My face shall not be seen.” 

6D His eyes have seen the glory, Matthew 17:1–3, "1 Now after six days Jesus took 
Peter, James, and John his brother, led them up on a high mountain by 
themselves; 2 and He was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, 
and His clothes became as white as the light. 3 And behold, Moses and Elijah 
appeared to them, talking with Him. (see also 1 Kings 19) 

2C Summary of grace, 16 Therefore then, it is not from the one who wills, nor from the 
one who runs, but from the God who shows mercy.  

3C The illustration of proud Pharaoh, 17 For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For this very 
reason I raised you up, that I might show My power in you, and that My name might 
be proclaimed in all the earth (Exodus 9:16).” 
1D Pharaoh was proud; God hardened (strengthened) his heart so that he might 

proclaim His name in all the earth. 
2D Because of the pride of Pharaoh, God brought the plagues, which demonstrated 

the power of God. 
3D But even Pharaoh repented several times. 

7B Final conclusion, 18 Therefore then on whom He wills, He has mercy; and on whom He 
wills, He hardens. 


