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1 Peter Outline 
1A The Greeting, 1:1-2. 
2A The Present Circumstances and Spiritual State of the Recipients, 1:3-9. 

1B Opening statement of worship; the living hope of the resurrection, vv.3-4. 
2B The connection between the resurrection and the recipients, v.5. 
3B The response of the recipients to their living hope, v.6. 
4B The purpose of the living hope toward undeserved suffering, v.7. 
5B The recipients’ love for Christ and sure salvation, vv.8-9. 

3A The Foretelling of the Salvation by the Prophets, 1:10-12. 
4A Peter’s First Exhortation to Holiness, 1:13-21. 

1B The exhortation to holiness, vv.13-15. 
1C The means of holiness, v.13. 
2C The danger to holiness, v.14. 
3C The exhortation to holiness, v.15. 

2B The rationale for holiness, vv.16-20. 
1C Because God is holy, v.16. 
2C Because God is our judge, v.17. 
3C Because the precious blood of Christ was spent on our redemption, vv.18-19. 
4C Because our holiness was the reason God sent His Son, v.20. 

3B The belief of the recipients, v.21. 
5A Peter’s First Exhortation to Virtue Love, 1:22-25. 

1B The exhortation to Christian virtue love, v.22. 
2B The rationale for Christian virtue love, v.23. 
3B The imperishable word, vv.24-25. 

6A Peter’s Second Exhortation to Holiness, 2:1-12. 
1B The exhortation to put off sin, v.1. 
2B The exhortation to yearn for the word toward spiritual growth, v.2. 
3B The rationale, v.3. 
4B The purpose of life after salvation, vv.4-5. 
5B The Scriptural documentation for the consequences of acceptance and rejection of 

Christ’s post salvation pattern, vv.6-8. 
6B The nature of the present priesthood as motivation for holiness, vv.9-10. 
7B Peter’s summary exhortation to holiness, and the intended effect of holiness among the 

Gentiles, vv.11-12. 
7A Peter’s Exhortation to Endure Unfair Authority, 2:13-25. 

1B The command to obey human authority as appointed by God, vv.13-14. 
2B God’s purpose in our obedience in silencing fools, v.15. 
3B The true purpose of freedom in slavery to God, v.16. 
4B Examples of proper realms of obedience, vv.17-18. 
5B THE PLAN OF GOD, v.19. 
6B The plan explained, v.20. 
7B Christ as an example of one who fulfilled the plan, vv.21-24. 
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8B The work of Christ related to the recipients, v.25. 
8A The Preceding Exhortation as it Applies to Marriage, 3:1-7. 

1B The obedience of the woman related to evangelism, vv.1-2. 
2B The inner beauty of the Christian wife, vv.3-4. 
3B The Old Testament illustration of inner beauty, vv.5-6. 
4B An exhortation to Christian husbands, v.7. 

9A A General Exhortation to the Recipients, 3:8-12. 
1B The function of virtue love, vv.8-9. 
2B The scriptural exhortation to virtue love, vv.10-12. 

10A Peter’s Exhortation to Endure Evil, 3:13-22. 
1B The strong position of the one who does good in God’s plan, v.13. 
2B The blessed nature of undeserved suffering, v.14a. 
3B The proper response to undeserved suffering under evil, vv.14b-16. 

1C Do not fear, v.14b. 
2C Continue with spiritual growth, v.15. 
3C The response of gentleness and respect, v.16a. 
4C The purpose of the response, 16b. 

4B A rationale for doing good, v.17. 
5B The explanation of the rationale, vv.18-22. 

1C The work of Christ for our ability to do good, v.18. 
2C His sermon to the spirits in prison, v.19. 
3C The reason and time of their imprisonment, v.20a. 
4C The grace of God toward Noah during the same time, v.20b. 
5C The grace of God in the present dispensation as through the resurrection of Christ, 

v.21. 
6C Christ’s present station, v.22. 

11A Peter’s Third Exhortation to Holiness, 4:1-6. 
1B The example of Christ in the war against sin, vv.1-2. 
2B The negative illustration of the Gentiles, vv.3-5. 
3B The division made by the gospel, v.6. 

12A The Coming Persecution, 4:7-19. 
1B The imminent end, v.7a. 
2B General exhortations, vv.7b-11. 

1C To prayer, v.7b. 
2C To virtue love, vv.8-9. 
3C Toward the proper use of spiritual gifts, vv.10-11. 

3B The impending persecution, vv.12-19. 
1C The warning, v.12. 
2C The exhortation to rejoice in such circumstances, v.13a. 
3C The certain extension of that joy to the judgement seat, v.13b. 
4C THE PRINCIPLE OF UNDESERVED SUFFERING, V.14. 
5C The warning against sin and its result in deserved suffering, v.15. 
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6C The proper mental attitude in undeserved suffering, v.16. 
7C The judgment for those outside of God’s plan, vv.17-18. 
8C Final exhortation to endure undeserved suffering, v.19. 

13A Peter’s Exhortation to the Pastor-Recipients, 5:1-7. 
1B The proper attitude of the shepherd, vv.1-3. 

1C Peter’s self-identification, v.1. 
2C The command to the elders, and the proper motivation, v.2. 
3C The accompanying attitude for the elders, v.3. 

2B The reward of the good shepherd, v.4. 
3B The proper attitude toward shepherds and toward all, v.5. 
4B The proper attitude toward God’s plan, vv.6-7. 

14A Peter’s Final Exhortation, Warning, and Benediction, 5:8-11. 
15A Peter’s Closing Greetings and Conclusion, 5:12-14. 


