
Philippians 4 Outline 

1A Commands and exhortations, vv.1-9: 

1B Paul’s esteem for the Philippian believers, and command for them to stand, 1: Therefore, my 

beloved and earnestly desired brothers, my joy and crown, also stand in the Lord, beloved.  

2B Exhortation by name toward straight-line Christianity, 2: I exhort Euodia, and I exhort Suntuche, 

to conclude the same thing in the Lord.  

3B Request to a gathering of fellow workers and Christians, 3: Yes I ask also you, legitimate 

yokefellows, gather them together, who struggled together with me in the Gospel, also with 

Clement, and the rest of my fellow-workers, whose names are in the Book of Life.  

4B Command to rejoice always, 4: Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice!  

5B Exhortation to public virtue in fairness, with reason, 5: Let your fairness be known to all men.  

The Lord is near.  

6B Prohibition against worry, and the antidote, vv.6-7: 

1C Prohibition against worry, 6a: Be anxious for nothing,  

2C Antidote in prayer, 6b: but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let 

your request be known to God.  

3C The result of prayer, 7: And the peace of God which excels all understanding, will watch over 

your hearts and your thoughts in Christ Jesus.  

7B Command to an active thought life in virtue, 8: The rest, brothers, whatever things are true, 

whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things 

are lovely, whatever things are fair-spoken, if anything is virtuous and if anything is 

praiseworthy, consider these things.  

8B Command to practice what was preached, and the result, 9: The things which you learned and 

received and heard and saw in me, practice these things; And the God of peace will be with you.  

2A The gift of the Philippians, vv.10-19: 

1B The new opportunity for the thoughtfulness of the Philippians, 10 But I rejoiced greatly in the 

Lord, that now already you bloomed again to think about me; upon whom also you were 

thinking but you were without opportunity.  

2B Paul’s triumphal attitude toward personal need, vv.11-13: 

1C The attitude of personal need, 11: Not that I speak according to want; For I learned, in what 

state I am, to be content;  

2C The versatility of the attitude, 12: I know how to be humble, and I know how to abound; in 

every place, and in every circumstance I have been initiated to be full and to hunger; and to 

abound and to be wanting.  

3C The triumph and power of the attitude, 13: I overcome all things in Christ who empowers 

me.  

3B The Philippians’ sharing in Paul’s tribulation, 14: Nevertheless you did well after joining me in 

tribulation.  

4B The exclusive share of the Philippians, vv.15-16: 



1C The previous sharing, and its exclusive nature, 15: But you also know, Philippians that in the 

beginning of the Gospel, when I went out from Macedonia, no church shared with me in the 

matter of giving and receiving, except you alone;  

2C The record of their sharing, 16: Because also in Thessalonika you sent to my needs both 

once and a second time.  

5B Paul’s motivation, 17: Not that I am seeking the gift, but I am seeking the fruit abounding to 

your account.  

6B Paul’s current situation related to his motivation, 18: But I have all and abound; I have been 

filled, having received from Epaphroditus the things from you, a sweet-smelling aroma, an 

acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God.  

7B The promise of God to fill every need of the Philippians, 19: And God will fill your every need 

according to His riches in glory, in Christ Jesus.  

3A Benediction, 20: Now to our God and Father glory forever and ever, Amen.  

4A Final greetings, vv.21-23: 21 Greet all the saints in Christ Jesus. Those brothers with me greet you. 

22 All the saints greet you, but especially those in the household of  Caesar. 23 The grace of the Lord 

Jesus Christ be with you all.  Amen. 

 


